
Growing to 
Maturity in Christ

Colossians 1:28



Conference Goals

Navigator Military:
- Establish Regular Laborer Conferences
- Increase inter-branch community

- Join Forces (Joint)

Air Force Navigators:
- Increase “Missional” Community

- Get to know one another

- Families



Colossians Prayer

[Col 1:3-6 ESV] 3 We always thank God, the Father of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, when we pray for you, 4 since 
we heard of your faith in Christ Jesus and of the love 
that you have for all the saints, 5 because of the 
hope laid up for you in heaven. Of this you have 
heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel, 6 
which has come to you, as indeed in the whole world 
it is bearing fruit and increasing--as it also does 
among you, since the day you heard it and 
understood the grace of God in truth,



Healthy Spiritual Community

• Mission Focus (Discipleship)

• Relational connections (Friendships) 

• Broad spectrum of people. (Diversity)
• *gender, age, ethnicity, branch, specialties, 

officer/enlisted, operations/support,...  All of 
those things are part of the military.

• People tend to segregate; hard to relate broadly
• Diversity is healthy and mature



COLOSSIANS 1:28 

“Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone, with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ.”



Col 1:28 “…Mature in Christ”

• telios –“complete, perfect” (17 times)

• 11 times as Maturity in this life, two 
times as perfection in the next life, 
four times…”perfect law,” “perfect 
love”

 [Col 4:12 ESV] 12 Epaphras, who is one of you, a 
servant of Christ Jesus, greets you, always 
struggling on your behalf in his prayers, that you 
may stand mature and fully assured in all the will of 
God.



Colossians:
Background



Colossians Background

• Colossae and Laodicea - sister churches
• [Col 4:16 ESV] – “…read the letter from Laodicea.”

• What happened to Laodicea?
• [Rev 3:16 ESV] 16 So, because you are lukewarm, and 

neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth.

• Lukewarm is not mature – no passion or 
dependency on Christ. Not Focused on 
Christ, rather on self.



Colossians Background
• Who is the “we”?

• [Col 1:1 ESV] 1 Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by 
the will of God, and Timothy our brother…

• [Col 1:7 ESV] 7 just as you learned it [Gospel] from 
Epaphras our beloved fellow servant. He is a faithful 
minister of Christ on your behalf

• [Col 2:1 ESV] 1 For I want you to know how great a 
struggle I have for you and for those at Laodicea and 
for all who have not seen me face to face,

• Generations – Bearing fruit is a sign of 
maturity.



Six Attributes of Maturity
The Navigator Wheel



COLOSSIANS 1:28 

What is Number 1?

“Him we proclaim, warning everyone 
and teaching everyone, with all 
wisdom, that we may present everyone 
mature in Christ.”



#1 Aspect of Maturity
Knowing Christ

[Phl 3:10-15 NIV] 10 I want to know Christ--yes, to know the 
power of his resurrection and participation in his sufferings, 
becoming like him in his death, 11 and so, somehow, attaining to 
the resurrection from the dead. 12 Not that I have already 
obtained all this, or have already arrived at my goal, but I press 
on to take hold of that for which Christ Jesus took hold of me. 13 
Brothers and sisters, I do not consider myself yet to have taken 
hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and 
straining toward what is ahead, 14 I press on toward the goal to 
win the prize for which God has called me heavenward in Christ 
Jesus. 15 All of us, then, who are mature should take such a view 
of things. And if on some point you think differently, that too God 
will make clear to you.



Building a Relationship with Jesus

Intimacy or Communion that leads to 
Generations

Practically, this means spending daily 
time with him

Heb 12:2 (NIV) – Fix your eyes on Jesus…



Focusing on Christ - Fundamentals



Hebrews 12:2
Focusing on Christ - Fundamentals

Flying in the 
clouds

Birds don’t 
do it



Attitude Indicator



Hebrews 12:2 – Hub and Spoke



Stagnation…Upside Down



Upside down is a bad place
to be in life



The Navigator Wheel



Distracted Driving



Result of 
Misplaced 
Priorities



“In the ditch of life”



2017 Tornado, Hattiesburg, MS

The Hand of God



The Wheel Illustration is a tool to 
teach fundamentals.  Disciplines 

that lead to Maturity



Moving past the Fundamentals

 [Heb 5:12-6:1 ESV] 12 For though by this time you 
ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach 
you again the basic principles of the oracles of 
God. You need milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone 
who lives on milk is unskilled in the word of 
righteousness, since he is a child. 14 But solid food 
is for the mature, for those who have their powers 
of discernment trained by constant practice to 
distinguish good from evil. 1 Therefore let us leave 
the elementary doctrine of Christ and go on to 
maturity, not laying again a foundation of 
repentance from dead works and of faith toward 
God,



#2 – Wisdom in the Word 

• Heb 5:12 ESV  For though by this time you ought to be 
teachers, you need someone to teach you again the 
basic principles of the oracles of God. You need milk, 
not solid food,

• unskilled in the word of righteousness, 

• discernment trained by constant practice to distinguish 
good from evil.

Skill:  Repetition and practical application

Prayer:  If anyone lacks wisdom?



Technique for gaining 
“Wisdom in the Word”

• [Heb 5:12-14 ESV] 12 For though by this time you ought 
to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again 
the basic principles of the oracles of God. You need 
milk, not solid food, 13 for everyone who lives on milk is 
unskilled in the word of righteousness, since he is a 
child. 14 But solid food is for the mature, for those who 
have their powers of discernment trained by constant 
practice to distinguish good from evil.



#3 – Life Maturity/Obedience
• Marriage, family, job, money, virtue

• Bad habits (prayer?) …Good habits (idols?)

• Mentoring (life) vs. Discipleship (generations)

• 2 Pet 1:3-8  “Everything we need for life and
godliness.”

• Matt 6:33  “seek first his kingdom and his 
righteousness”

• Danger – Doing well in life (comfort) is not 
the goal (Idols).  Don’t get stuck here.  Heed 
the warning from Laodicea.



#3 – Life Maturity/Obedience



#4 Fruit/Generations
Psalm 1:1-2
- Bears Fruit
- In Season
Gal 5:22-23
- Fruit of the Spirit
Luke 8:14-15
- Generations
John 15:16
- Fruit that lasts

How long to reproduce?
Matt 9:38 – Pray for Laborers



#5 – Community
• Eph 4:11-16 ESV 

• “equip the saints for the work of ministry”
• “building up the body,” “unity of the faith”
• “to mature manhood,” “no longer be 

children”
• “whole body, joined and held together”

• 1Co 3:1-4 ESV 
• “people of the flesh,” “infants in Christ,”

“milk, not solid food”
• “jealousy and strife among you”
• "I follow Paul,” "I follow Apollos,"



#6 – Suffering (Cost)
• Jas 1:2-4 NIV 

• “Consider it pure joy…trials of many kinds”
• “testing of your faith produces perseverance”
• “Let perseverance finish its work…mature and 

complete”

• Phl 3:10-15 NIV
• “Know Christ,” “fellowship of…his sufferings, 
• “becoming like him in his death, 
• “Not that I have already…been made perfect”
• “I press on toward the goal”
• “All of us who are mature should take such a 

view of things…”



#6 – Suffering (Cost)



Cost of Discipleship
Christianity without discipleship is always 
Christianity without Christ.

Dietrich Bonhoeffer, The Cost of Discipleship

Salvation is free, but discipleship will cost you 
everything you have.

Billy Graham (Died Feb 21, 2018)

To know Christ and make him known and help 
others do the same.

The Navigators



Cost of Discipleship

Born to Reproduce: The Early History of the Navigators
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VQ_dVYTjLb0 



Personal Testimony - 1985



Actual Bridge Illustration - 1986



Basic Training – 1988 …The Ditch



The Ditch of Life
*Not the actual plane



Deeper in the Ditch
*Things you don’t want to hear

“Who bought all this alcohol for minors?”

“Your going to jail”

“Your career in the Air Force is over”



What HE did for me in 2 years?

1. Fix your eyes on Jesus
* Daily time with God (also how to pray)

2. How to Study and Memorize the Bible (TMS)

3. How to have self-control over my desires

4. How to reach my peers for Christ
* Needed to learn about generations

5. Lead/submit to Biblical Community 

6. Explained the cost – hard choices (suffering)
* There was more to come
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